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An Official Publication of Curry Anadromous Fishermen 

P.O. Box 903 
Gold Beach, Oregon 97444 

November,  2002 
 
 
 INDIAN CREEK HATCHERY IS RUN BY 
CURRY ANADROMOUS FISHERMEN,  
 AN ALL-VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATION. 
 
Next GENERAL MEETING Wednesday,  
NOVEMBER 13, 2002 – 7PM 
Grant’s Pancake & Omelette House 
Gold Beach, Oregon 
 
(Come at 6 PM for dinner. We need 
your dinner purchases in order to keep 
this great meeting place, so join us for 
good food, good friends and an 
interesting and informative meeting.) 
------------------------------------------------------- 
Next BOARD MEETING Wednesday, 
NOVEMBER 6, 2002 – 10AM 
Grants Pancake & Omelette House  
 
Presidents Corner  
By Ray Barmore 
 
We just finished the majority of the creek and 
water supply restoration project. I would like to 
thank Clayton Barber and John Wilson for 
helping to design the project; John Weber and 
John Wilson for overseeing the project; Cal-Ore 
Fish Enhancement of Brookings and the Oregon 
Fish and Wildlife Restoration and Enhancement 
Board for funding the project and Floyd Smith &  
family of Edson Creek Rock Products for doing 
the work. THANK YOU all for a job well done!!  
The excitement begins again. We are cleaning 

up the hatchery, getting ready for our next 
season. Starting October 2nd, we will be seining 
the mighty Rogue River for wild salmon to use in 
our breeding program. Looking at the number of 
fish that have been caught already, I think we 
will have a lot of salmon returning to the 
hatchery this fall. 
 
If you’re from out of town and haven’t taken part 
in this record year, it’s not too late. Grab your 
fishing pole and come to town. There has to be 
a fish out there with your name on it. Tell them   
I sent you. 
 
The Watershed Stewardship Education program 
is starting here in Gold Beach in November. The 
Oregon State University Extension Service puts 
on the classes. We have included a brochure 
outlining the classes in this issue of the Riffle for 
all local recipients. Anyone interested, please 
call 541-247-6672. 
 
 
Kathy's Volunteer Report 
By Kathy Moore 247-4608 
 
Many thanks to the fellows participating in the 
general clean up.  Considering they almost filled 
a construction size dumpster, you know how 
hard they worked. 
   
We begin the seining process Oct. 2nd .  Teams 
are in place, but I may have to call you if I 
suddenly need more help.   
Except for a few minor details, we are ready for 
the beginning of this season. This is a perfect 



 2

time for new volunteers. There is an Ad on 
Channel 4 requesting volunteers and it would 
help if you talked to your friends and fishing 
buddies.  One day a month would be great.   
Thanks, everyone, for your continued help. 
 
SAVE YOUR GROCERY RECEIPTS 
FROM   RAY’S & McKAY’S IT’S AN 
EASY WAY FOR OUR GROUP TO MAKE 
MONEY. YOU CAN DROP THEM OFF AT THE 
HATCHERY (THERE’S A LABLED CONTAINER 
JUST FOR THEM) OR YOU CAN  BRING 
THEM TO ANY OF OUR MEETINGS OR GIVE 
THEM TO A BOARD MEMBER.  
 
 

CURRY ANADROMOUS FISHERMEN 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

September 11, 2002 
 
President Ray Barmore introduced guests Gwen 
Gazely and Gregg Marstall  who were asked to 
speak regarding a bond issue for the local school 
district.  Gwen gave a synopsis of the problems 
from deferred maintenance and the cost to repair 
them.   
 
The meeting was then called to order at 7:30 at 
Paul’s Pizzeria. 16 members were present. Jim 
Hutchinson was introduced.  He explained his 
plan for a festival for school children to include 
art and a barbecue to celebrate the return of the 
salmon.  This is to be held at the Indian Creek 
RV Park October 12 from 11 to 1 PM.  The 
members were asked to provide some kind of 
salmon barbecue or snack.  Gene Trinkler, John 
Lento and Louis Hans will look into what we can 
do and let Jim know.  Jim will also be touring the 
hatchery Oct. 16 with 4th  graders from 9 to 
11am.               
 
Jim Goodison won the door prize. 
 
Minutes of the Board Meeting of  Sept. 4 were 
read by the secretary.   
 
Volunteer Coordinator:  Kathy’s report was given 
by Ron Fritch in her absence.(1)  A dumpster has 
been delivered to the hatchery for cleanup 
operations. Five volunteers will clean out the 

sheds and the yard of all debris.  Harvey 
suggested keeping the excess cedar planks 
under cover for the winter.  (2)  Tom Tostenson 
and Jesse Christenson have agreed to collect 
snouts on the south bank, Kathy will take care of 
Jots.  John Weber would like to be notified when 
snouts are delivered to the hatchery, as he 
needs to prepare them prior to freezing. This 
program starts Sept. 12. (3)  Seining starts Oct. 
2, daylight to 11 AM or longer depending on the 
fish.  John Weber stated he expects lots of fish. 
(4)  Kathy has placed ads on TV for rain gear 
and also for volunteers. Ray offered to make and 
place signs around town. 
 
Alyssum Kirk asked to bring her class to observe 
seining at Huntley.  John Weber warned of 
safety issues that will require CAF volunteers to 
help oversee the kids. 
 
Secretary:  Joan described grants we might 
apply for including the CCD information.  Ray 
asked for suggestions.  So far, no really major 
projects are envisioned for next year.   
 
Treasurer’s Report:  The Erosion Repair grants 
totally paid the cost of repairing the eroded areas 
at our water supply system.  A press release will 
be written.  Gene is preparing the final funds 
release from the R&E grant.  We have 
purchased a new hose for the vacuum system.  
The monthly budget report was submitted. Gene 
will arrange for a rep from Zurich Insurance (our 
new liability carrier) at the next board meeting.  
We received $420.00 profit from the ad-on fin 
clip ticket at the Curry Guides Salmon Derby.  
Net profit from our Salmon Barbecue was $2148, 
with the cost of the salmon not yet deducted.  
 
Hatchery Consultant:    Louis Hans and Kathy 
Moore will start upgrading the Procedures Manual 
a chapter at a time starting with seining.  Ron 
suggested providing a draft to the board as each 
chapter is completed. 
Since we won’t be using MS for stress relief this 
season, Louis suggested using a 3% solution of 
non-iodized salt to help control fungus and 
parasites.  We need to find a supplier.  
The big holding tank has been cleaned with the 
help of two new volunteers. Painting the tank is 
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recommended as it lessens abrasion to the fish.  
We’ll need two gallons of epoxy paint. John Weber 
said ODF&W can pay for paint if volunteers will 
apply it.  Pressure washer was repaired.  
We will be discussing changes to plumbing system 
when the bid comes in from Gold Beach Plumbing 
and Electric.  The purpose is to insure the irrigation 
system doesn’t draw water from the raceway 
supply.   
Louis said we definitely have a leak under the 
raceways, it will be found and fixed.   
John Weber stated using hydrogen peroxide is 
controlled by DEQ guidelines. 
 
ODF&W:  John Weber.  The circular tanks are the 
property of ODF&W and probably should be 
offered to other hatcheries.  John said he found no 
contraindications to placing the fish directly into 
the raceways.  Louis stated this required less 
handling and less stress. It was agreed to hold on 
to the circulars for the time being. 
Elk River Hatchery may be closing and some 
biologist positions have been cut due to the state 
budget shortfall.  Funds very tight at ODF&W. 
 
New Business:  Ray reviewed the income versus 
expense report discussing the Riffle costs and 
cost of the monthly raffle. Further discussion on 
this will be held at the next board meeting. Several 
members stated neither of these need to be 
profitable, they are a benefit for members. 
 
Maps of the Rogue:  We will work on these for 
next year as the visitors center and the Rogue 
Outdoor Store have requested them.  Gene 
suggested giving them a supply and asking them 
to copy off more as needed.  Joan suggested 
adding a membership application to CAF. 
 
Frank Burris will bring a group of children to the 
creek and hatchery for training on “Fish Watch.” 
 
 
If anyone is interested in becoming a watershed 
steward, check out the flyer that will be included 
in the October Riffle.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:10 PM.  Harvey ran the 
raffle, members enjoying the fun as usual. 
 

Joan Goodison, Secretary 
 
HATCHERY HAPPENINGS 
By Louis Hans 
 
October is just about here and the salmon will 
be here soon, too. We will have a busy month 
ahead preparing for the arrival of spawners and 
the egg-taking season. October 2nd marks the 
beginning of broodstock collection at Huntley 
Park. Volunteers will be helping ODF&W with    
seining, tagging and transporting wild salmon 
spawners back to Indian Creek Hatchery. 
 
We will need to prepare the broodstock holding 
tank for the fish. We will also have to prepare 
the raceways to hold large fish, this means 
putting all the screens, covers and dam boards 
back in place and turning on the water Tuesday 
October 1st.  
 
The egg trays will all have to be cleaned, 
disinfected, repaired and made ready to 
incubate 150,000 eggs and the hatchery water 
system will need to be checked and functioning 
properly. We will be putting up the blocker dam 
in the creek also. 
 
The repair and cleanup work has gone well 
and things are looking good for a exciting and  
successful fish rearing season. 

 
 

FIRE and FISH 
By Karen Hans 
 
Many people are concerned that the Biscuit Fire 
will hurt salmon and steelhead in the rivers and 
streams within and downstream of the fire area.  
This is a valid concern.  However, fire is a natural 
ecological process that was common to this 
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region before fire suppression efforts were 
undertaken by Federal, State and private 
landowners some 90 years ago. Fish evolved to 
tolerate the changes that occur to aquatic 
environments as a result of fire in the water- 
sheds. These changes include increased 
sediment in streams, decreased streamside 
vegetation, increased flow rates (peak/base 
flows), and increased woody debris in the stream 
channels. Increases in erosion, and 
corresponding increases in sediment in the 
streams, are generally short lived (1-3 years) 
after a fire.  Erosion rates increase in the first 
rainy season after the fire, then as vegetation re-
grows and soil cover increases the amount of 
erosion decreases. The same is true for flow 
rates, which typically show a prolonged, but not 
greater, increase in peak flow.  Usually, flow 
patterns in fire affected watersheds return to 
normal after a few years recovery time.  If the 
stream side areas burn at a low intensity leaving 
some soil cover and green trees, as happened in 
most cases with the Biscuit Fire, the fire will have 
few short term negative effects on the aquatic 
environment. 
 
While there are short-term negative fire effects, 
many long-term beneficial effects can result 
occur from fire in a watershed. Hillsides above 
the creeks, which are over-stocked with small 
trees, will decrease the amount of water 
reaching the stream.  When the fire kills these 
trees, more water is available to the fish.  Trees 
killed by the fire will fall and can eventually end 
up in the stream channels, creating pools for 
rearing salmon and stabilized the gravel in 
spawning beds.  In some instances, when 
hillsides burn at high intensity they can become 
unstable and landslides can occur into stream 
channels.  While this will disrupt the salmon 
habitat in the channel for many years, eventually 
the landslide will wash away, providing spawning 
gravel and large trees to downstream reaches.   
 
In addition to the changes fire can cause to the 
aquatic environment, fire can kill fish directly in 
two ways.  One way is if stream temperatures 
become too hot for fish to survive.  The second 
way is if the smoke becomes thick enough at the 
water’s surface, chemicals in the smoke can 

defuse into the water and make it toxic to fish. 
While this could have happened in some upper 
reaches of watersheds in the fire area, most 
streamside areas did not burn severely enough 
for this to occur.  This is especially true for 
streams and rivers large enough to be occupied 
by salmon.   
 
The Biscuit Fire was lightning caused, started in 
July, and would have naturally burned until the 
autumn rains. Although the size of the Biscuit 
Fire was extraordinary in historical term, it may 
have been more typical in the days before fire 
suppression.   Salmon and steelhead in our 
region have survived these types of dramatic 
natural events for thousands of years.  In the 
next few years, salmon habitat may be 
negatively effected by the fire.  However, fire is 
a part of the natural processes that lead to good 
salmon habitat in the future.  
 
                 
2002 C.A.F. Officers 
 
President:   Ray Barmore    
Vice President:  John Lento  
Secretary:   Joan Goodison 
Treasurer:  Gene & Pam Trinkler 
Past President: John Wilson  
Board Members: Glenn Kral, Glenn Miller 
          Harvey Wright, Kathy Moore  
Hatchery Consultant:        Louis Hans  
O.D.F.&W. Biologist:        John Weber 
Volunteer Coordinator:     Kathy Moore 247-4608 
Riffle Editor:           John Lento247-0178 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


